
non-Christians, the figure of theCampeador functions as a sort of stand-in for Alfonso X himself
(159). She then argues that while some ‘good’Muslims are called amigos (political allies), albeit
in a purely impersonal, pragmatic sense, no such relationships are possible with Jews and
heretics, whose supposed hostility to Christianity renders them utterly unsuitable even for
political friendships.

In an experimental study like Liuzzo Scorpo’s some missed opportunities are perhaps
inevitable. Chief among them is the author’s reluctance to reflect on the repudiation of
Alfonso’s political model by the very people whose ostensible role was to be his best friends
and supporters. What does it mean for her argument that the Alfonsine ideal of friendship
failed so spectacularly during the civil war of the 1280s, and that the Learned King found
himself in an unenviable company of ‘unsuitable rulers’ who failed to secure their people’s
support (147)? The book also could have benefited from a stronger editorial hand to guard it
against minor stylistic infelicities and occasional erroneous word choices (‘nadir’ instead of
‘zenith’, ‘costume’ instead of ‘custom’). Nevertheless, Friendship in Medieval Iberia makes a
valuable interdisciplinary contribution to Alfonsine scholarship and to the study of medieval
friendship and political thought.

MAYA SOIFER IRISH
Rice University, Texas.

La imagen de Fernando el Católico en la historia, la literatura y el arte. Jornadas
Fernandinas desarrolladas en la Facultad de Filosofía y Letras de la
Universidad de Zaragoza y en el Palacio Español de Niño de Sos del Rey
Católico, 7 y 9 de marzo de 2013. Editado por Aurora Egido y José Enrique Laplana.
Zaragoza: Institución ‘Fernando el Católico’. 2014. 403 pp.

While Queen Isabel I has enjoyed enthusiastic scholarly interest during the past fifteen years,
particularly from David A. Boruchoff, Elizabeth A. Lehfeldt, Peggy Liss, Julian Weiss and
Barbara Weissberger, the contributions of her Aragonese husband have not been subject to
the same level of critical inquiry and reassessment. Some might argue that his importance to
history has even been overlooked by recent critical approaches, at least in comparison to the
contributions of his Castilian wife. In anticipation of the five-hundred-year anniversary of
Ferdinand’s death in 2016, the Institución ‘Fernando el Católico’ in Zaragoza organized a
symposium in 2013 to reassess the contributions of King Ferdinand and encourage new
scholarship on the monarch. The volume La imagen de Fernando el Católico en la historia, la
literatura y el arte is a welcome collection of essays intended to help forward scholarly
interest in the king and reconsider his impact on the Catholic Monarchs’ legacy. The
collection contains eleven critical essays and one additional essay that lists the bibliographical
resources published between 1944 and 2014 by the Institución ‘Fernando el Católico’. The
twelve submissions have been edited by Aurora Egido and José Enrique Laplana and the work
as a whole is a beautiful book that features high quality paper and full colour images including
several portraits of King Ferdinand that are not widely known or available elsewhere.

The collection brings together several well-established scholars, including Henry Kamen and
Joseph Pérez, as well as scholars in the early years of their careers. The presentation is
interdisciplinary and international in scope, uniting researchers currently working in France,
Italy, Poland and throughout Spain, and whose approaches include art history, cultural studies,
diplomacy, economics, historiography, history, international relations, literature, philology,
philosophy and politics. The breadth is a virtue and makes for an overall comprehensive read
that includes many dimensions about the life and times of King Ferdinand that will be novel
for even those who specialize in this period. For example, Henry Kamen’s ‘Fernando el Católico,
el absolutismo y la Inquisición’ (15–27) contends that Ferdinand did not utilize the ‘Santo
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Oficio’ as a mechanism to maintain absolute monarchical authority, as argued by previous
generations of historians, but rather, for Kamen, the Inquisition was a minor dimension of the
king’s primary political objective to expand his territory and influence to fulfil an Iberian
legend that promised a new Messiah to be named King of Jerusalem.

As a collection of conference proceedings, the primary lapses are those with which we are
all familiar: the type of peer review conducted (if any) is not entirely clear and the breadth of
material covered is beyond the scope of any single reader; therefore I cannot personally
attest to the scholarly contribution of several of the essays. In addition, the twelve pieces
vary widely in length and intention; four of the articles are quite short (between seven and
twelve pages long, including footnoted bibliography), while two are very long (fifty-two and
ninety-five pages, respectively, though the latter also includes many images). There is
likewise a lack of uniformity in the format of citations and the critical references to the
articles. One essay, ‘Entre guerra y diplomacia: Fernando el Católico y la política exterior de
España de 1492 a 1516’ by Filip Kubiaczyk (375–82), summarizes the contents of the
author’s unpublished dissertation and does not include any primary citations or
bibliography; two articles include a bibliography at the end as well as footnotes throughout
the body of the text (Kamen’s piece and Sagrario López Poza’s ‘Fernando el Católico en la
emblemática y en el pensamiento político del siglo XVII’ [235–77]), but the other essays omit
a final bibliography or works cited and mention all references in the footnotes. More editorial
guidance about the goal of the finished collection might have allowed the scholars to revise
their submissions with greater consistency in these regards.

Highlights of the collection for this reader included the synthesis of the cultural memory of
the Catholic Monarchs in subsequent centuries by Joseph Pérez titled ‘Lamemoria de los Reyes
Católicos en los siglos XVI y XVII’ (119–29), the analysis of emblems and iconography of the
Catholic Monarchs by Sagrario López Poza (235–78), King Ferdinand’s political motivations
in founding and supporting the office of the Inquisition presented by Henry Kamen (15–28),
and the beautiful images examined by Carmen Morte García in her piece on the iconography
of King Ferdinand, ‘La imagen de Fernando el Católico en el arte: el tiempo vivido y el
tiempo recreado (1452–1700)’ (279–374). This list is admittedly personal in nature and the
collection as a whole will certainly be of interest to those who want to learn more about the
king and current approaches in a variety of academic fields. One of the primary virtues of La
imagen de Fernando el Católico is the ample bibliography related to the monarch cited in the
footnotes to each piece. Scholars looking for references and primary sources on King
Ferdinand will benefit from the extensive range of critical approaches gathered together in
this work. In the final essay by Eliseo Serrano there is also a bibliography of texts on the
king published by the Institución ‘Fernando el Católico’ between 1944 and 2014. It might
have been even more helpful had the editors provided a more inclusive critical bibliography
of primary and secondary sources related to the monarch as a reference but as this edition is
intended for specialists, the lapse is not crucial.

The collection is likely to be one of the first of several critical editions to mark the
quincentennial of the Catholic King’s death. As recent approaches that re-examine the
impact of Queen Isabel I have shown, the Catholic Monarchs have an enduring legacy that
merits renewed scholarly engagement. The essays in this collection help us to realize that
much remains to reconsider regarding Queen Isabel, King Ferdinand, their marriage, the
dynamics of their relationship and their policies and politics. This volume is a useful
contribution to the field because it demonstrates the fruitfulness and benefit of bringing
together scholars whose approaches are not often presented together, thus opening dialogues
across traditionally isolated disciplines.

EMILY S. BECK
College of Charleston.

REVIEWS OF BOOKS 893

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
he

 L
ib

ra
ry

 a
t Q

ue
en

's
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 0
8:

06
 1

1 
O

ct
ob

er
 2

01
7 


	Reseña

